
 

Open Hands, Open Access Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules  
Module: Building Trusted Relationships 

Glossary 

Affective Involvement 

Affective involvement means that two people who are involved with each other in a 
conversation are not just exchanging information, but are also emotionally connected 
with each other. 

Affirmation 

Affirmations are acknowledgements that people give each other during interactions. It 
is how we let others know that we perceived what they just did. Most of us do this 
naturally using expressions, gestures, or language. For students who are deaf-blind, 
however, especially those who do not use formal language, affirmations are a strategy 
for engaging with a student. We affirm by imitating or mirroring what a student just did 
using whatever sensory channels are available to her (e.g., touch, residual vision, 
residual hearing). 

Joint Attention 

Joint attention occurs when two people are attending to the same thing or experiencing 
the same thing, while simultaneously thinking about it in the same way.  They are on 
the same wavelength. Compare this to the concept of affirmation. Affirmation is about 
perceiving. When you affirm someone, you let her know that you perceived (e.g., saw, 
heard, or felt) what she just did. In contrast, joint attention is about knowing--two 
people knowing in their minds that they are attending to the same thing. Through 
repeated affirmations with a student you get to joint attention. 

Mutual Touch 

When working with a student who is deaf-blind, mutual touch achieves the same goal 
as pointing. If the student cannot see well enough to know that you and she are 
"looking" at the same object, you can touch the object together. This lets the student 
know that you are sharing the same topic. 

Processing Time 

Processing time is when a student takes time to cognitively absorb and deal with what 
he is experiencing. It gives him a chance to commit new pieces of information to 
memory.
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Reciprocal Interactions 

Reciprocal interactions are interactions in which two people give to each other and 
receive back from each other. In order to be considered truly reciprocal, an interaction 
must involve at least three turn exchanges. For example, I say something to you, you 
respond, and then I say something back to you again. You don’t need language, 
though, to have a reciprocal interaction. Interactions also occur through facial 
expressions, touch, sounds, gestures, and other movements. 

OHOA November 2017 2 


	Glossary
	Affective Involvement
	Affirmation
	Joint Attention
	Mutual Touch
	Processing Time
	Reciprocal Interactions




