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Open Hands, Open Access Deaf-Blind Intervener Learning Modules  
Module: Calendars  

Tips for Using Expanded Calendars with Students 
Who Are Deaf-Blind 

Holly Cooper, PhD 

Even students who are ready for and are using expanded calendars may still have a 
great deal of confusion about time concepts and vocabulary and may have a poor sense 
of how time relates to them and their lives. These students can often recite rote time 
vocabulary, but can’t apply it to real-life situations. For example, a student may be able 
to memorize terms like “a week,” “next week,” “last week,” “a week from Tuesday,” 
and “the week after next,” but be unable to demonstrate their meaning using a monthly 
calendar. 

Ongoing calendar instruction should be included as part of their educational 
programming. Here are some strategies to try. 

• Be sure to select the time format that is appropriate for the student’s current 
knowledge and abilities (e.g., weekly, two weeks, three weeks, monthly). 

• Make the calendar accessible at all times. Post it on the wall or arrange it in a 
notebook.  

• Use the calendar to emphasize “today,” “yesterday,” and “tomorrow” concepts 
when discussing events.  

• Use words like last and ago in conversation when discussing events (e.g., last 
Tuesday, one month ago). Refer the student to his calendar.  

• Use the word next to refer to future events—e.g., next week, next Tuesday, 
next month.  Reinforce this concept by referring to the calendar. 

• For students working in a monthly format, number all the days of the week and 
refer to past and future events by the day and date (e.g., Tuesday the 3rd). 

• For monthly calendar users, keep previous months posted on the wall so the 
student can refer to both past and future events. 

• Once a student can understand time concepts relating to 2 or 3 months, 
introduce an annual calendar. This should be the individual property of the 
student and used for him only. For some students, January 1 and the beginning 
of a new year can be a good time to begin this. For others, the start of a new 
school year may be a good time. 

• When using a term like “fall” or “summer,” see if the student can select which 
months are associated with these seasons. 
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• Other terms to consider are: vacation, semester, annual, and yearly (e.g., “yearly 
checkup”). 

• For annual calendar users teach the student to write the date with the month, 
date, and year in both the “long” and “short” forms (e.g., October 12, 1986 and 
10/12/86).  

• Give him several dates and see if he can put them in chronological order (e.g., 
July 8, 1798; May 26, 1945; August 10, 1996). 

• For multiple month and annual calendar users, discuss upcoming holidays and 
special events.  

• Have the student schedule his own eye appointment (or other type of 
appointment) and then record the date on his calendar. 

• Be sure that the student understands the difference between “cancel” and 
“postpone.” 

• Using a timeline is crucial for any student in social studies. 

Backward Planning 

Teach, “backward planning.”  For a special event such as a getting ready for a party or 
purchasing a Christmas gift, set the target date on the calendar and discuss what needs 
to be done in advance. Consider the use of a timeline to make this concrete.   

Example: Planning for Halloween  

• Target Date: October 31 
• Needs: costume, treat bag, treats to give to others  
• Costume: What do I want to be? What can I wear to be this character? Can I 

buy or make or borrow what I need?  
o Buy clothes, costume, or fabric. Do I have money? Will parents help? Who 

else might help? Does grandmother sew? 
o Make or assemble all the components in one place 
o Try it on, is it right? 
o Change or modify.  
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